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“after high & school in 2005,

- That’s less than the 52 3 pet-

cent of students Who did §0

statéwide . -

’ “Cahforma has a declmmg_-“f—j;_--_ o

1:r:end over the last decade in col-
lege g 0ing dlrectly ‘from high
school, ‘and that’s a sttong con-

-cetn fot us because going to col-
lege. nght aftex hxgh school leads
‘to-the greatest chances of suc-

cess,’? said Abch Soltam, execu-

‘tive director of the Campaign for

. Coﬂege Opportumty, & bipartisan -
: -prganization dedicated io ensur-
ing adequate dccess, participation

and success in higher educarion.
The group released the _report
with Sacramento State.

" trict; which had_
“of prepared stadents,

Lo3d

By the numhers

“The number ef hrgh sehoel

: graduates who wefe academically -

llcg: lmmedlately aftér” gradu- - Uniy
1, but 2 1ok at district data i’
that only about a quarter of -
_Coac ella Valley students gradi-
‘ate’ with the: fiecessary courses to.
-enrollin a four—year state univer-
siy .
_-The repoxt, ptepared by the In-
stitute for Higher BEducation’
I_eadetsh1p and Policy at Sacra® .
mento State Unwersu:y, showed ..
that 37.4 | percent of Inland Emi-
pire hlgla—schoolers, which covers .’
R1ve151de and San Bernardmo

Coachella Vaiiey Uniﬂed 118 0f

“136 graduates or abotit 16 pereent -

-‘Desert Sands Unifi

1,544 graduates, or about 27 percent

Palm Springs | Umf‘ ed: 265 of

'1 ,049 graduates o about 25 percent

_ " Statewide: 124,984’ of 355, 225
graduates of about 3 pe _'ent

The percentage of hrgh schonl :
graduates going dlrectly 0.a twn—year
or four-year university in 2005: .

. Inland Empire. {mcludmg Riversrde '
‘and San Bernarding

un,tieg._s_): o
374 percent. R
California: 52

ed School Dis-
highest. level
only 27 per-
cent of 2005-06 students’ gradu—

_ ated w1th the, necessary require-
ments to enroll at either of the
California State Umvermty or the :

University of California s systems
In thai same year, 35, _percent of
students statemde graduated

JWwith the quulred COUTSes..
- InPalm Springs Unified School

System, 25 percent of the 2005-

* 06 grads met the requirements to
Dlslect data show that even at o

Please see COLLEGE B7



COLI.EGE Many don’t meet reqturements

~level Wotk aftér that,” he said, to.
Many of the college 3 students - eatly
: do move on to"a four-year {ni-

'Contmued ﬁom Bl

. apply to Cal State and UC
. schools,

S Coachella ValIey Umﬁed 16
- pércent of the 2005-06 grads met
the requirements; ~.

"Tom Wixorn, spokesman for the ’

CoIlege of the Desert, said the

- Coachella Valley has unique is-

“sités that make it more dlﬁcult to

get students p to° Dar - namely, -
: Sacramento State Umvezsny re-
' port T

“California recelved pralse fmm :
‘the National -Center for: Pubhe :
Policy and Higher Educamon in

.Enghsh—language feazners and

. immigrants; who  frequently move.
and ‘often ‘do not ‘have parents :

: who attended co]lege

Tt has ‘to do with the populs--'_
‘ton we’ veé had dnd the education=
al oppoxtumty they ve had or not’
had as children,” Wixon said. “T"

think the K12 systent is ' workitg
. very; very hard to fix that, but they

- have a cultural and language bat-

- rer they have o work with,”

At the commumty college,'

which enrolléd 10,005 studentsin
; neatly 5 500 were Latt-,

'leges do niot have course requue-

ments and accept nearly alI com- :

" ers,

. “Often we have to put students_.' ;

in a remedial math <lass, ‘some-
_ times rémedial English, bur them,
they can move on and do college-

Cahformars commumty col-

verstty, but, Wixon sttessed that

indny miote attend Collége of the " ;
students t0. campuses across the

Deésert to take courses to enhance

~“their careers’of get a ptomotton
“We re not just the front énd of -

a four-year college,” hesaid -

"That’s what’s tmsleadmg about“ '
California’s education’ system, -
said | Nancy Shulock, auihor ofthe -

September for leading the nation
in’ entollment: of Workmg—age

“adules. In 2006, 5.3 percent of

California’s adult population was
takmg college-level courses” . -

- Shulock called it an “nnportant s
'-rmsconceptlon P
“We have vetyhlgh levels of col- -
lege paruc1pauon, but these levels
‘of enrollment are not tanslating -
they.
do not.earn an educa 'on cred 'n-- g

into educated mdmduals i

adults'r etummg to college, butwe

do it in‘a way that does 1 riot foster
“théfr success,” she said, “We need
to send a message that it’s bette:

g a two-edged swotd We re’
very accommodatmg for older.”

oachella Valley Hzgh.

' School Lynette Wohlmuth tries

At ‘point by taking

stdte, o
““Most luds T deal w1th in this
program are ﬁrst—generanon ‘and
neéd a lot of heIp They're asking |
‘How do'I pick a college?® “What J

college i§ right for me? -said
- Wohlmuth, ‘who' d1rects the

Carch the Dreamt prograri which
aims 'to inctease’ the nugiber -of
students Who move onto four-
yeat-un Versmes by educatmg

umversmes 'favonte is Cahfoz-_
nia Staté University at Stamisldus,
which catets to Coachelld Valley’s
Spamsh—speakmg population,

. If stidents decide to. apply, -

"Wohlmuth will make a second

trip the follomng spring, just be-
fore final decision time, and aIlow-
the parents to tag along

.. She ‘said’ sometimes educatlng
the paxents is the biggést hirrdle

because many of them never have
attended. college ST
“It’s 4 constant battie Youn nev-

- et can do- enough to commumcate

W1th ﬂne pazents,” she said.



