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About the Contest

&

Ways Your Students Can Benefit



Contest Prompts

Why should California 

leaders save you 

and your peers

a spot in college?

Tell California leaders

why you and 

your peers are 

One in a Million.

and



Background

In order to meet our stateôs

workforce needs, California

needs one million additional

college graduates by the

year 2025. Each student

who successfully completes

college is One in a Million.



Overview

Categories
1. Written Word

2. Poster

3. TV Ad
ǒStudents may submit one entry per category

Deadline
March 15, 2010

ǒEntries must be postmarked by this date

Eligibility

ǒOpen to all 6th through 12th grade students in California

ǒStudents who best answer the contest question win

ǒWe do not ask for grades, income or immigration status

Scholarships
Close to 300 students 

will win $500, $1000 or 

$2500



General Entry Rules

Ç Written Word Category
Å400 words or less

ÅAny written format (essay, poem, song lyrics, story, letter, etc.)

Ç Poster Category
Å11òx17ò poster

ÅAny choice of art supplies (paint, pencil, original computer graphics, etc.)

Ç TV Ad Category
Å30 seconds or less

ÅGroup work allowed



Why This Scholarship Contest ?

Ç Allows students to apply for and (for some students) receive 

money for higher education very early on

ÅOpportunity to add to 529 college savings account and another way to get parents 

involved in early planning

ÅAll students are eligible, regardless of citizenship status



Ç Presents option to bring conversation about college into 

different classrooms

Å Teachers of the following subjects have turned this contest into a class 

project to discuss relevant topics about college preparation, access, policy 

and legislation, education, and other topics related to students and higher 

education

- English/Creative Writing

- Art

- Computer Graphics

- Animation/Illustration

- Film/Theatre

- Data/Statistics

- Leadership 

- History

- Government

Why This Scholarship Contest ?



Ç Serves as an introduction for further lessons and 

discussions about scholarships, financial aid, and 

funding a college education

Å Students need to know from a young age that paying for college is 

possible in a number of different ways

Å Creative way to get them in the habit of taking advantage of funding 

opportunities, they see it as ñnot so badò and may use their entry for 

other future opportunities

Why This Scholarship Contest?



Ç Provides an excellent opportunity for students to begin 

drafting a scholarship letter, personal statement, and/or 

college application essay

Å Begins to address common themes in scholarship letters/college essay 

questions:

- Current Events  & Social Issues 

- Personal Achievements

- Background & Influences

- Future Plans & Goals

Å Students can use past entries as an idea/jumping off point for next yearôs 

entry and future college essays, etc.

Why This Scholarship Contest?



Contest Partners

The Campaign for College Opportunity invites you to join us in

promoting this opportunity amongst your students. Last year more

than 935 partners from across the state joined us in sharing

scholarship information and promoting a college going culture with

their students.

To become a partner & order free promotional materials, 

please visit:

www.collegecampaign.org/contest/partnerform.html

http://www.collegecampaign.org/contest/partnerform.html


Eliana Pipes
$500 Scholarship Winner (2009 contest) ǒCulver City Middle School, 7th grade ǒCulver City, CA ǒGreater Los Angeles Area 

Dear California Investor,

I know the economy has been letting you down lately. You're probably uncertain of where you can put

your money to ensure growth. Well today is your lucky day. If you invest in what I am offering, your investment will

grow to be a scientist, director, or teacher, and that investment will help the world progress. The investment my

peers and I are offering is one with endless possibilities. Ladies and gentleman we are offering YOU the chance to

invest in youth. [é]

Karina Herrera
$2,500 Grand Prize Scholarship Winner (2009 contest) Sunnyside High School, 12th grade Fresno, CA Central Valley 

My parents at one point were migrant farm workers and many of my peers in school share similar

stories. It might sound like a cliché to say they came to America for "a better life," but they truly did. We are not in

our classrooms just taking up space. We have been fully engaged in our classes, involved with our school and

community, and strong enough not to give up. Every day we represent hope to our parents, to our families. We will

rise up to the challenge because through our parents we know what it is like not to have been given the opportunity

to earn an education. Give us the opportunity to attend college and we will thrive. [é]



Jacqueline Mak
$2500 Grand Prize Scholarship Winner (2008 contest)

San Jose Edison Academy, 8th grade

La Puente, CA

Greater Los Angeles Area

Catherine Dao Nguyen
$2500 Grand Prize Scholarship Winner (2009 contest)

Edward Harris Jr. Middle School, 8th grade

Sacramento, CA

Greater Sacramento Area



Bryn Griffith
$2500 Grand Prize Scholarship Winner (2008 contest)

Los Osos High School, 10th grade

Alta Loma, CA 

Inland Empire

Kayla Bouldin
$2500 Grand Prize Scholarship Winner (2009 contest)

Willows High School, 12th grade

Willows, CA

North State Region



Cindy Lopez
$500 Scholarship Winner (2009 contest )

Birmingham Senior High School, 11th grade

North Hills, CA

Greater Los Angeles Area

Ronald Johnson
$1000 Grand Prize Nominee Scholarship Winner (2009 contest)

Media Academy College Prep, 12th grade

Oakland, CA

Bay Area


